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CHAPTER SUMMARY
In previous chapters we have reviewed the methodological, conceptual and theoretical issues concerned with understanding social behaviour but we have not yet considered psychological research on how we come to be fully functioning adults in the first place.    In this chapter we shall consider the ways psychologists have thought about how children develop, and consider how we should think about the claims they make on the basis of their theories and experiments. We shall assess when different methodologies do and do not enable us to make causal inferences about developmental processes. A particular feature of this chapter is the analysis in depth of a recent experimental study of child development to illuminate some of the issues involved in turning an abstract idea into a practical experiment. This is particularly difficult in child psychology because of the communication, ethical and practical constraints of working with children, but the principles explored in this analysis are applicable to all types of psychological experiments.



Learning Objectives of Chapter
Response
Feedback

Describe the main issues and topics which interest developmental psychologists





Explain the relationship between child psychology and psychology generally





State what can and cannot be inferred about causality from different research designs in child psychology



Articulate the questions which need to be addressed in assessing the adequacy of theoretical formulations in developmental psychology





Assess the claims of  an empirical research report in relation to the extent to which the operational definitions used are consistent with the theoretical constructs investigated





Learning Objectives for

Chapter
The extent to which I have achieved this objective (completely, mostly, a little, not at all)


Aspects of the objective I have not yet fully achieved (if applicable)


Points to pursue

Describe the main issues and topics which interest developmental psychologists






Explain the relationship between child psychology and psychology generally






State what can and cannot be inferred about causality from different research designs in child psychology




Articulate the questions which need to be addressed in assessing the adequacy of theoretical formulations in developmental psychology






Assess the claims of  an empirical research report in relation to the extent to which the operational definitions used are consistent with the theoretical constructs investigated
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